I. Joy in Trials
(1-12)

How can we be joyful when
it seems impossible?
Ecc 2:1-11; Phil 4:4-13

*Praise (Phil 4:4)<"
-Rom 5:1-2
-Isa 40:28-31
-Matt 6:9
*Preference (Phil 4:5)
-Phil 2:1-4
-Matt 22:34-40
*Prayer (Phil 4:6-7)
-Acts 16:25
-Rom 8:28
-I Sam 1:11
*Practice (Phil 4:8-9)
-James 1:22-27
*Promise (v. 12)
-Rom 8:18-21

;;;

;;;

Why do trials exalt the
poor man but humble the
rich man? What do

trials teach us about<

the things of this
world? (vv. 9-11)
-Ecc 2:1-11

II. The Source of
Temptation (13-18)

What is the true
source of our
temptation?

(°Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation,

/Eames, son of Zebedee ‘\

. -Matt 4:18-22; 10:2
Study of James / Spring Quarter 2011 etk 3.1
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-Acts 12:1-2
Acts 8:1; 11:19 James, son of Alphaeus
.7 3 -Matt 10:3; Acts 1:13
.llames 1:1-18 (ESV) . James, father of Judas
James, a servant of God and}@f the Lord Jesus Christ, | “1uke 6:16
To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings. James, brother of Jesus
2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of | "M3tt 13:95; John 7:5
K i Joy, my ’ Y v -Acts 1:14; 12:17
various kinds, Things that put us to the test -Acts 15:13-33; 21:18,19
> for you know that the testing of your faith produces -1 Cor 15:7
steadfastness. \[Gat t:19r 2:9 J
* And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you -~ ~N
Why should we be joyful

may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

> If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who
gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be
given him.

in the face of trials?
-Rom 5:1-5

*Perseverance (v. 3)
*Persistence (v. 4)

®But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one | *Perspective (vv. 9-11)

who doubts is like a wavé of the sea that is driven and ~ \[Pzomise (V- 12) J

tossed by the wind. e

T Lo 4Tt o rectmn vmmcd oa it vt e Aot Ta T : What does it mean to
For ‘Fhat person must not suppose that he will ieceive....... aok in Faith?

anything from the Lord;

-Matthew 14:28-33
-Mark 11:22-24
-Joshua 3:14-17

®he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

'%and the rich in his humiliation, because like a
flower of the grass he will pass away.

"'For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers
the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So
also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his

kpursuits.

12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial,
for when he has stood the test he will receive the
crown of life, which God has promised to those who
love him.

1 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being*
tempted by God," for God cannot be tempted with
evil, and he himself tempts no one.

' But each person is tempted when he is lured and
enticed by his own desire.

"> Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin,

Based on what James has
said about the benefits of
trials, this conclusion
might be incorrectly made
about the source of
temptation!

.t
o’
ot

Reasons why God cannot be
the source of temptation:

a. He cannot be tempted by
Evil (v. 13; I John 1:5)

and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. b. I:i °’1’17-}’ gives good things
Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. c. He gave us a new birth
7 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, (v. 18)

coming down from the Father of lights with whom
there is no variation or shadow due to change.

'8 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of
truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his
creatures.
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Questions for Discussion

Joy in Trials

Why should we rejoice in facing various trials? If our faith is genuine, what will this testing
produce? (vv. 2-3 ; Roman 5:1-5)

What is the full effect of steadfastness or perseverance? (v. 4)

What are some ways in which we can develop a joyful attitude in situations where it seems
impossible? (vv. Ecc 2:1-11; Phil 4:4-13)

If perseverance has not yet reached it’s full effect, and we are lacking, what should we do? (v. 5)

If we do not receive what we ask for, does the barrier lie with God or with us? (vv. 6-8)

What does it mean to “ask in faith?” In a practical sense, how will we act if we truly believe that
what we are asking for will come to pass?
(vv. 6-8 ; Matthew 14:28-33 ; Mark 11:22-24 ; Joshua 3:14-17)

What is the “high position” or the “exaltation” that humble or lowly brother should boast in
when trials come? (v. 9)

Why does the same treatment (trials) exalt the poor man but humble the rich man? What do
trials teach us about the things of this world? (v. 10)

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
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If someone places their focus on the pursuit of worldly things, what do they have to look
forward to? In what way is this knowledge uplifting or liberating?
(vv. 10-11; Ecclesiastes 2:1-11)

If a believer perseveres through the trials of life, what does he or she have to look forward to?
How does this help us endure the difficult times? (vv. 12 ; Matthew 5:10-12 ; Romans 8:18-21)

The Source of Temptation

Based on what James has said about the benefits of trials, what conclusion might one have
incorrectly made about the source of temptation? (v. 13)

What is the first reason that James gives that temptation cannot come from God? Why does this
explanation rule out the possibility? (v. 13)

Who or what does James blame for temptation? (v. 14)

What does temptation lead to? What is the final result? (v. 15)

What is the second reason that James gives that temptation does not come from God? Why
does this explanation rule out the possibility? (vv. 16-17)

What is the third reason that James gives that temptation does not come from God? Why does
this explanation rule out the possibility? What is the “word of truth?” (v. 18)

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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James — Who Wrote the Epistle?

Matthew 4:18-22 (ESV)

B \While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 9 And he said to them,
"Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men." ° Immediately they left their nets and followed
him. 2! And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John
his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22
Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

Matthew 10:1-4 (ESV)

! And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast
them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction. 2The names of the twelve apostles are
these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and
John his brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the
son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; “*Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

Matthew 13:53-58 (ESV)

>3 And when Jesus had finished these parables, he went away from there, ** and coming to his
hometown he taught them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, "Where
did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works? °°Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not
his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? >®
And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?" >’ And they
took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor except in his
hometown and in his own household." > And he did not do many mighty works there, because
of their unbelief.

Mark 3:16-19 (ESV)

®He appointed the twelve: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); *” James the son of
Zebedee and John the brother of James (to whom he gave the name Boanerges, that is, Sons of
Thunder); 8 Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the
son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Cananaean, 9 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed
him.

Luke 6:16 (ESV)
'8 and Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

Luke 9:51-56 (ESV)

> When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. > And he
sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make
preparations for him. >* But the people did not receive him, because his face was set toward
Jerusalem. >* And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to
tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?" ** But he turned and rebuked them. *°
And they went on to another village.

John 7:1-11 (ESV)
! After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He would not go about in Judea, because the Jews were
seeking to kill him. >Now the Jews' Feast of Booths was at hand. ®So his brothers said to him,

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
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"Leave here and go to Judea, that your disciples also may see the works you are doing. * For no
one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show yourself to the
world." > For not even his brothers believed in him. ®Jesus said to them, "My time has not yet
come, but your time is always here. ’ The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because |
testify about it that its works are evil. ®You go up to the feast. | am not going up to this feast, for
my time has not yet fully come." ° After saying this, he remained in Galilee. *° But after his
brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also went up, not publicly but in private. ** The Jews
were looking for him at the feast, and saying, "Where is he?"

Acts 1:12-14 (ESV)

2Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a
Sabbath day's journey away. > And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room,
where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son
of James. * All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.

Acts 12:1-5 (ESV)

! About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. >He
killed James the brother of John with the sword, ®>and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he
proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened Bread. * And when he
had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him,
intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. ®>So Peter was kept in prison, but
earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church.

Acts 12:17 (ESV)
7 But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord had
brought him out of the

Acts 21:17-19 (ESV)

7 When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly. ** On the following day Paul
went in with us to James, and all the elders were present. *° After greeting them, he related one
by one the things that God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry.

1 Corinthians 15:3-8 (ESV)

*For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received: that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the Scriptures, *that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures, > and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. * Then he
appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though
some have fallen asleep. ’ Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. & Last of all, as to
one untimely born, he appeared also to me.

Galatians 1:18-20 (ESV)

¥ Then after three years | went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen
days. ° But | saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother. %’ (In what | am
writing to you, before God, | do not lie!)

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
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Galatians 2:7-9 (ESV)

’On the contrary, when they saw that | had been entrusted with the gospel to the
uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised 2 (for he who
worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also through me for
mine to the Gentiles), °and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars,
perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas
and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.

Acts 15:13-33 (ESV)

3 After they finished speaking, James replied, "Brothers, listen to me. ** Simeon has related how
God first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people for his name. > And with this the
words of the prophets agree, just as it is written, **" 'After this | will return, and | will rebuild the
tent of David that has fallen; | will rebuild its ruins, and | will restore it, *” that the remnant of
mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord, who
makes these things *® known from of old.' ** Therefore my judgment is that we should not
trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God, *° but should write to them to abstain from the
things polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and from what has been strangled, and
from blood. % For from ancient generations Moses has had in every city those who proclaim
him, for he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues." >’ Then it seemed good to the apostles and
the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among them and send them to Antioch
with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the
brothers, 2 with the following letter: "The brothers, both the apostles and the elders, to the
brothers who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings. ** Since we have
heard that some persons have gone out from us and troubled you with words, unsettling your
minds, although we gave them no instructions, * it has seemed good to us, having come to one
accord, to choose men and send them to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, % men who
have risked their lives for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. >’ We have therefore sent Judas and
Silas, who themselves will tell you the same things by word of mouth. 2 For it has seemed good
to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than these requirements: 2° that you
abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has been
strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well.
Farewell." **So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, and having gathered the
congregation together, they delivered the letter. > And when they had read it, they rejoiced
because of its encouragement. ** And Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets,
encouraged and strengthened the brothers with many words. ** And after they had spent some
time, they were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them.

Dispersion

Acts 8:1 (ESV)

! And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution against
the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and
Samaria, except the apostles.

Acts 11:19 (ESV)
¥ Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled
as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews.

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers
Used by permission. All rights reserved.



Study of James / Spring Quarter 2011
Bellevue Church of Christ / Lesson 2

How Can We Be Joyful When It Seems Impossible?

Philippians 4:4-13 (ESV)

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. °Let your reasonableness be known to
everyone. The Lord is at hand; °do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. ’And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8Fina|ly, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. *What you have learned and received and heard and
seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

19 rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You
were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. *'Not that | am speaking of being in
need, for | have learned in whatever situation | am to be content. "2l know how to be brought
low, and | know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, | have learned the secret of
facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who
strengthens me.

lllustration: “Lazy” Fisherman

Philip Parham tells the story of a rich industrialist who was disturbed to find a fisherman sitting
lazily beside his boat. “Why aren’t you out there fishing?” he asked.

“Because I've caught enough fish for today,” said the fisherman.

“Why don’t you catch more fish than you need?’ the rich man asked.

“What would | do with them?”

“You could earn more money,” came the impatient reply, “and buy a better boat so you could
go deeper and catch more fish. You could purchase nylon nets, catch even more fish, and make
more money. Soon you’d have a fleet of boats and be rich like me.”

The fisherman asked, “Then what would | do?”

“You could sit down and enjoy life,” said the industrialist.

“What do you think I’'m doing now?” the fisherman replied as he looked placidly out to sea.

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
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Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 (ESV)

!| said in my heart, "Come now, | will test you with pleasure; enjoy yourself." But behold, this
also was vanity. I said of laughter, "It is mad," and of pleasure, "What use is it?" ®| searched with
my heart how to cheer my body with wine--my heart still guiding me with wisdom--and how to
lay hold on folly, till | might see what was good for the children of man to do under heaven
during the few days of their life. *l made great works. | built houses and planted vineyards for
myself. °I made myself gardens and parks, and planted in them all kinds of fruit trees. °l made
myself pools from which to water the forest of growing trees. 'l bought male and female slaves,
and had slaves who were born in my house. | had also great possessions of herds and flocks,
more than any who had been before me in Jerusalem. 8l also gathered for myself silver and gold
and the treasure of kings and provinces. | got singers, both men and women, and many
concubines, the delight of the children of man.

°So | became great and surpassed all who were before me in Jerusalem. Also my wisdom
remained with me. "®’And whatever my eyes desired | did not keep from them. | kept my heart
from no pleasure, for my heart found pleasure in all my toil, and this was my reward for all my
toil. "Then | considered all that my hands had done and the toil | had expended in doing it, and
behold, all was vanity and a striving after wind, and there was nothing to be gained under the
sun.

When we play the “I'll be happy when...” game, it is as though we are telling God that we don’t
trust him to bring us contentment. We are demonstrating our dependence on ourselves.

Philippians 4:10-13 (ESV)

19 rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You
were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. *'Not that | am speaking of being in
need, for | have learned in whatever situation | am to be content. "2l know how to be brought
low, and | know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, | have learned the secret of
facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who
strengthens me.

Il Corinthians 11:24-25 (ESV)

?*Five times | received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. *’Three times | was
beaten with rods. Once | was stoned. Three times | was shipwrecked; a night and a day | was
adrift at sea

I. Power Through Praise Toward God
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.

Ephesians 2:4-7

*But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, >even when we

were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ--by grace you have been saved--
®and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, “so that
in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in
Christ Jesus.
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Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers
Used by permission. All rights reserved.



Study of James / Spring Quarter 2011
Bellevue Church of Christ / Lesson 2

Romans 5:1-2

"Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ. “Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

God is bigger than anything we are going to face in this life...

Isaiah 40:28-31

Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the
ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. *He
gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. *°Even youths
shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; *'but they who wait for the LORD
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be
weary; they shall walk and not faint.

How can we cultivate this feeling in our lives?

¢ Study of God’s Word
* Praising God in Prayer

Il Chronicles 14:9-11

°Zerah the Ethiopian came out against them with an army of a million men and 300 chariots,
and came as far as Mareshah. '°And Asa went out to meet him, and they drew up their lines of
battle in the Valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. *'And Asa cried to the LORD his God, "O LORD,
there is none like you to help, between the mighty and the weak. Help us, O LORD our God, for
we rely on you, and in your name we have come against this multitude. O LORD, you are our
God; let not man prevail against you."

Matthew 6:9
Pray then like this: "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.

II. Power Through Preference For the Needs of Others
>Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand;

“reasonableness” = éniewkn g — epieikés - ep-ee-i-kace' - appropriate, that is, (by implication)
mild:—gentle, moderation, patient.

e Carries with it the idea of a king or someone in authority who gives up their rights for the
good of others.
e Other Translations - NIV: “Gentleness”, KIV: “Moderation”, ASV: “Forbearance”

Giving way to the rights and wishes of others in this life. It does not mean a compromise in
doctrine. It does mean that you have a willingness to take the back seat in favor of other people.
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If the focus of our lives is on ourselves, then when people hurt us, slight us, cross us, etc, there
will be a desire to retaliate and get vengeance. When we are focused on those around us, we will
be less likely to hurt by what other people do. What they say won't sting us so bad. How they act
can be passed over more easily.

When we adopt the mentality of self-love that is all around us, we will always look at the things
people do and say as a personal attack. It will cause us to wear our feelings on our sleeves and to
be more easily hurt by the words and actions of others. This will cause us problems in the mind
as we dwell on what was done or what was said. If we can learn to accept others just as they are
and overlook how they act and what they do, it will protect the mind from dwelling in negative
areas. It will build a wall of protection around the mind that others cannot penetrate!

Philippians 2:1-4

!So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in
humility count others more significant than yourselves. “Let each of you look not only to his own
interests, but also to the interests of others.

Matthew 22:34-40

**But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together.
**And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. **'Teacher, which is the great
commandment in the Law?" *’And he said to him, "You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. **This is the great and first
commandment. *>And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. “°On these two
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets."

Romans 13:9

*The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal,
You shall not covet," and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: "You shall love
your neighbor as yourself."

James 2:8
8)f you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as
yourself," you are doing well.

III. Power Through Prayer with Thanksgiving

®do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. ’And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Acts 16:25
2About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them,
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Romans 8:28
2%And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are
called according to his purpose.

I Samuel 1:11

"And she vowed a vow and said, "O LORD of hosts, if you will indeed look on the affliction of
your servant and remember me and not forget your servant, but will give to your servant a son,
then | will give him to the LORD all the days of his life, and no razor shall touch his head."

IV. Power Through Practice of God’s Word
8Fina|ly, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. "What you have learned and received and heard

and seen in me--practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

Everything that Paul tells his readers to think about is a characteristic of God. He is saying that
we should fill our minds with the things of God.

Practical application: Spend our time filling our minds with the Word of God, then put these
things into practice. If our focus is on God, how can our focus be on the things of this world?

The Promise of Heaven

Romans 8:18-21 (ESV)

¥ For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory
that is to be revealed to us. * For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
sons of God. 2’ For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who
subjected it, in hope ** that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.

Perseverance

Romans 5:1-5 (ESV)

! Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. > More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces endurance, * and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, >and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
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Asking in Faith

Matthew 14:28-33 (ESV)

8 And Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water." P He
said, "Come." So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. ** But
when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, "Lord, save me." 31
Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, "O you of little
faith, why did you doubt?" ** And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. ** And those in
the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."

Mark 11:22-24 (ESV)

22 And Jesus answered them, "Have faith in God. * Truly, | say to you, whoever says to this
mountain, 'Be taken up and thrown into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes
that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for him. ** Therefore I tell you, whatever you
ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

Joshua 3:14-17 (ESV)

%S0 when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan with the priests bearing
the ark of the covenant before the people, > and as soon as those bearing the ark had come as
far as the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the
water (now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest), *® the waters
coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap very far away, at Adam, the city that is
beside Zarethan, and those flowing down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were
completely cut off. And the people passed over opposite Jericho. *” Now the priests bearing the
ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firmly on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan, and all
Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation finished passing over the Jordan.

God Cannot Be Tempted

1 John 1:5 (ESV)
>This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him
is no darkness at all.
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