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View over the Sea of Galilee from our hotel room in Tiberias
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Sea of Galilee from the boat dock on the north shore
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View from the boat toward what was likely the land of the Gadarenes during the time 
of Jesus
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View from the boat toward the city of Tiberias
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View from the boat
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Ancient Galilee Boat – Dated to the first century AD
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Preserved using polyurethane foam as depicted in this model
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Ancient boat covered in foam and floating on the Sea of Galilee
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A mosaic floor from a 5th century AD synagogue.
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It included elements from the temple worship such as the menorah and shofar,
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A depiction of Abraham sacrificing Isaac
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A zodiac featuring Helios god of the sun. This shows the influence of the Greeks and 
Romans on Jewish worship. 

41



A Greek style theater from the 2nd century AD.
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A residential area with many ritual baths (Mikveh) from the Roman period and 
beyond.
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A residential area with many ritual baths (Mikveh) from the Roman period and 
beyond.
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A citadel from the period of the Crusades that was at the very peak of the hill.
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View of lower Galilee from the Citadel
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View of Nazareth from the Citadel
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The remains of a private house from 2nd century that is called the Dionysus House. 
Dionysus was the Greek god of wine. This name comes from a beautiful mosaic floor 
that depicts Dionysus.
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The remains of a private house from 2nd century that is called the Dionysus House. 
Dionysus was the Greek god of wine. This name comes from a beautiful mosaic floor 
that depicts Dionysus.
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The mosaic also contains a beautiful, detailed depiction of a woman’s face that is 
known as the “Mona Lisa of Galilee.” This would have been the house of a wealthy 
family and would have had room for 3 beds. It was destroyed by an earthquake in the 
4th century AD.
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A public building known as the House of the Nile River from the 5th century AD 
(Byzantine Period). This building has a very detailed mosaic floor that contained 
scenes from the Nile River.

51



Roman road from the 2nd century AD
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Children’s games carved in the road
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Ruts from chariots in the road
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Picture is from the northern part of the river near the Sea of Galilee.
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Very popular baptismal site
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View of Beth Shean toward the ancient Tel
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Pool outside of the bathhouse
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A bath house that includes 3 rooms (1) hot room or sauna (2) cold room (3) cool 
room for transition from sauna to cold. Note the remains of pillars made of mud 
bricks that were used to lift up the floor. Slaves would burn wood outside through 
arches to heat the sauna. This was a very large structure.
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A baptismal fount on the back side of the bath house. The bathhouse site also 
functioned as a Byzantine church.
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A road behind the bath house where you could see several layers or strata over the 
centuries. One of these layers contained intricate mosaics.
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Palladius Street that was lined with columns and had an underground drainage “pipe” 
running under the street.
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A beautiful Greek-style theater that is quite large.
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Fallen columns from the earthquake in 749 AD that destroyed the city.
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This Tel is comprised of 20 strata dating back to 5th millennium BC. It is likely that 
within one of these strata is the wall where Saul’s body was hung. Today, the only 
significant excavation on top of the Tel is a house of the Egyptian governor from the 
12th century.
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View of Beth Shean from the top of the Tel
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View across the Jordan Valley into the country of Jordan.
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View of the mountains at the north-end of the site
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“Cave 1” at the top of the mountain at the northern end of the site where three 
Bedouin farmers found the first 8 clay jars in 1947 (Including the book of Isaiah). 
These farmers had no idea what they had found and sold them to a dealer in 
Jerusalem for $16.
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“Cave 1” at the top of the mountain at the northern end of the site where three 
Bedouin farmers found the first 8 clay jars in 1947 (Including the book of Isaiah). 
These farmers had no idea what they had found and sold them to a dealer in 
Jerusalem for $16.
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Replicas of the original jars that were found in Cave 1.
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“Cave 4” down in a valley at the southern end of the site where they later found 
15,000 scroll fragments that made up 530 total scrolls in 1952.

84
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“Cave 4” down in a valley at the southern end of the site where they later found 
15,000 scroll fragments that made up 530 total scrolls in 1952.
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First century ritual bath (Mikveh) excavated in Qumran
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First century cistern at Qumran
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