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Herodium – artificial mountain built by Herod the Great
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Feral cat at Herodium
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Model of Herodium
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Excavated remains of the fresh-water pool and palace at the base of the hill.

12



Steep path to the top of Herodium which offered incredible views all the way to 
Jerusalem, the Wilderness of Judaea, and the Dead Sea.
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View toward Jerusalem
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View of the Wilderness of Judaea, and the Dead Sea.
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The remains of the fortress on top of the mountain
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Model of the fortress on top of the mountain
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Main tower from the fortress
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Bathhouse within the fortress
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A ritual bath (Mikveh) from time period of the 2nd revolt
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A reception hall that was converted to a synagogue in the 2nd century AD
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A tunnel that leads down through the hill to the outside. The first part of this tunnel is 
from Herod’s water system, and the second part is from the time of the 2nd Jewish 
revolt in the 2nd century AD.
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A tunnel that leads down through the hill to the outside. The first part of this tunnel is 
from Herod’s water system, and the second part is from the time of the 2nd Jewish 
revolt in the 2nd century AD.
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Cistern from Herod’s water system
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The tomb of Herod the Great. No inscription has been found at the tomb, but it was 
described by Josephus that Herod was buried here. 
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The remains of a theater that is currently being restored 
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Entrance the Franciscan site known as Shepherd’s Field
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Ethiopian Christians in their white robes celebrating Orthodox Christmas
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A natural cave that is traditionally considered to be the house of the shepherds who 
received the messages of the birth of Jesus from the angel (Luke 2:8-20).
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Entrance to the cave that is traditionally considered to be the house of the shepherds 
who received the messages of the birth of Jesus from the angel (Luke 2:8-20).
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Shepherd’s Field Chapel at the site built in 1953 by the Franciscans
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Shepherd’s Field Chapel at the site built in 1953 by the Franciscans
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